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Blue Parcel 1 

 

Wigglesbottom Primary: Breaktime Bunnies 

Pamela Butchart and Becka Moor  

What the selection panel said: 

• It’s hilarious! 

• I loved it  

• I love how it gives a child’s perception on the things that happen 

• Has a positive spin on teachers 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/w/wigglesbottom-primary-

break-time-bunnies/  

About the book: 

A collection of three stories about a primary school class who have wild imaginations and a 

great talent for misunderstanding or jumping to conclusions as they create explanations for 

the things happening around them.  

When the playground mysteriously fills up with bunnies and the class is told they can’t go out 

at break time, they conclude it must be because they’re attack bunnies – can they save the 

school from them? When they have a special guest in the classroom who asks them 

questions about their teacher Miss Riley, they conclude she must be auditioning for a TV 

talent show and do everything they can to help her. And when a new violin teacher arrives 

they get very concerned that she has betwitched their classmate Bobby.  

Of course, the perfectly normal explanations are all revealed in the end, but the children’s 

misconceptions and their consequences are fun-filled and humourous.  

 

Shifty McGifty and Slippery Sam: Up, Up and Away 

Tracey Corderoy and Steven Lenton 

What the selection panel said: 

• Great short stories of two best friends – they help others, fall out and look out for 

each other 

• It reminded me of Scooby Doo 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/w/wigglesbottom-primary-break-time-bunnies/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/w/wigglesbottom-primary-break-time-bunnies/
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BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/s/shifty-mcgifty-and-slippery-

sam-up-up-and-away/  

About the book: 

A collection of three stories about two best friends – who also happen to be dogs that run a 

bakery and are great at sniffing out a mystery! In these stories, they take part in a crazy car 

race, track down a jewel thief and fall out (then make up again) over a mysterious parcel. 

Light humour and themes of kindness and looking after one another are interwoven into 

each story, which are illustrated throughout.  

 

Peel and Discover Space 

Workman Publishing  

What the selection panel said: 

• A brilliant book 

• Very informative, and very relevant to the curriculum   

• It’s great! 

About the book: 

A space-themed sticker activity book. Includes little facts to discover on each page, with 

even more facts hidden behind the stickers – peel them off to reveal what is hiding behind 

them. The stickers themselves are colourful photographic images. 

 

 

Blue Parcel 2 

 

Arthur and the Golden Rope 

Joe Todd Stanton 

What the selection panel said: 

• This is a  different type of fiction that might engage children’s imagination 

• It’s a brilliant book 

• A good, old-fashioned adventure story 

• I thought the font was lovely 

• I like how the pictures lead you through it 

• A story about an unlikely hero, based on Norse mythology 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/b/brownstones-mythical-

collection-arthur-and-the-golden-rope/  

About the book: 

Young Arthur Brownstone loves to hear the traditional tales of myth and magic. As soon as 

he’s old enough he begins exploring the nearby forest to get to know the strange creatures 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/s/shifty-mcgifty-and-slippery-sam-up-up-and-away/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/s/shifty-mcgifty-and-slippery-sam-up-up-and-away/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/b/brownstones-mythical-collection-arthur-and-the-golden-rope/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/b/brownstones-mythical-collection-arthur-and-the-golden-rope/
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that live there for himself. But one day a giant black wolf invades the village and puts out the 

great fire around which village life is centred. Without it the village will freeze – and it can 

only be relit by a Norse god. Arthur ventures across the sea to find the god of storms. But he 

must complete a dangerous task in exchange for the god relighting the village fire: capture 

the wolf Fenrir, a task that the gods themselves have been unable to accomplish… 

Told in a simple graphic novel style, this is a beautifully illustrated retelling of a Norse myth. 

Arthur is a little bit of an outsider, someone who the other villagers don’t entirely understand, 

but he has faith in himself and his own abilities. He shows that anyone has the potential to 

be a hero. 

 

How Many Spots Has a Cheetah Got? 

Steve Martin and Amber Davenport 

What the selection panel said: 

• Lots of fun to read together 

• There’re loads of general knowledge facts that are fun to learn and know 

• This is a great book 

• I kept dipping into this book and reading out the number facts and everyone 

responded, “Wow!” 

About the book: 

A great book to dip in and out of, it’s full of facts about the world around us. There’s lots to 

discover about the animal world, but it also answers some bigger questions, like which is the 

tallest mountain, how fast a rollercoaster can go, and how much a cloud weighs. 

 

 

Blue Parcel 3 

 

Noodle the Doodle 

Jonathan Meres and Katy Halford 

What the selection panel said: 

• There is a lot of relatable content; readers can recognize a lot of what is happening in 

the storyline 

• The tinted pages are good 

About the book: 

Printed in a dyslexia friendly format, this story about Noodle the school dog and how he 

saves a school trip to the seaside from minor disaster is warm and lighthearted. It’s full of 

recognizable everyday elements of being a child, and relatable characters. Noodle isn’t 

always the most well-behaved dog and does have a habit of causing havoc, but when the 

bus driver loses his keys in the sand, Noodle is the one who tracks them down so they can 

all get home. 
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The Green Ship 

Quentin Blake 

What the selection panel said: 

• A lovely story of young and old coming together 

• I loved the storyline and how the relationships developed in a gentle, non-

judgemental way 

• It’s heartwarming 

• Adventure and fantasy are explored through great illustrations and text 

• Everything about it felt nice 

About the book: 

When two children go exploring in the overgrown next-door garden, they make a surprising 

discovery: a ship (of sorts), and new friends who help take them on a voyage of the 

imagination.  

 

The Picture Puzzle Activity Book 

Buster Books 

What the selection panel said: 

• Brilliant for calming anxious children 

• It’s very interactive 

• This is very colourful and engaging 

 

About the book: 

Packed with a variety of puzzles and activities to keep boredom at bay and support creativity 

and problem solving. It includes colouring and drawing, mazes, dot-to-dots and treasure 

hunts.  

 

 

Blue Parcel 4 

 

The Tindims of Rubbish Island 

Sally Gardner and Lydia Corry 

What the selection panel said: 

• Something different! 

• It reminded me of The Borrowers, but set on the sea 
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BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-tindims-of-rubbish-island/  

About the book: 

The Tindims are tiny people who live on a floating island. They collect the rubbish that 

humans have thrown into the sea and turn it in useful things. But recently they’ve fished 

more plastic bottles out of the sea than they can use, which has resulted in an enormous 

Bottle Mountain in the middle of the island. It’s grown so big that their navigator can no 

longer see over the top! In this gentle sea-faring adventure with environmental and ocean 

protection themes, the Tindims work together to find a way to manage Bottle Mountain and 

steer their island out of the icy part of the ocean they’ve drifted into and back to warmer 

waters. Printed in a dyslexia-friendly font. 

 

DK Find Out: Oceans 

DK Books 

What the selection panel said: 

• Interesting and informative bite-size facts 

• The book beautiful pictures 

• It’s so engaging to the reader, and it’s easy to hold 

• It’s very colourful 

• The information is good, and split into defined spaces 

About the book: 

Packed with colour photographs, this is an informative guide to everything related to the 

oceans. Readers can learn about how oceans are formed and the different ocean ‘zones’, 

some of the different animals and birds the oceans support, as well other interesting things 

like famous shipwrecks and ocean explorers. Includes a section on climate change and 

protecting the oceans.  

 

 

Blue Parcel 5 

 

Too Small Tola 

Atinuke and Onyinye Iwu 

What the selection panel said: 

• Atinuke is a superb author 

• I liked it, and it’s good that it’s short stories 

• It’s nice for children to be exposed to stories from other cultures 

• The book is nicely illustrated to support the plot 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/too-small-tola/  

About the book: 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-tindims-of-rubbish-island/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/too-small-tola/
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A collection of three short stories about young Tola, who lives in the city of Lagos in Nigeria 

with her grandmother and two siblings. They are not well-off and life is not always simple or 

easy, but they are generally happy. Each story is about everyday life for Tola: going 

shopping in the market with her grandmother; trying to get to school on time when she also 

has to queue for drinking water; and getting beautiful new clothes for Easter and Eid 

celebrations. Tola is determined, compassionate and generous. The setting and some of the 

experiences may be very different to living in the UK, but readers will recognise Tola’s 

universal concerns, such as sibling tensions and facing up to bullies. 

 

Ultimate Factivity Collection: Bugs 

DK Books 

What the selection panel said: 

• A great book introducing facts in an interesting and engaging fashion 

• It’s interactive and factual, with a nice layout and stickers 

BookTrust book review: Not Available 

About the book: 

Combining nonfiction with puzzles and activities, this ‘factivity’ book introduces lots of fun 

and fascinating knowledge about different insects and the insect world.  

 

The Jumbo Joke Book for Funny Kids 

Andrew Pinder 

What the selection panel said: 

• Children will love this book – it has an engaging cover and lots of funny jokes to read 

• I laughed at pretty much all the jokes, kids would love to share them 

• There are some good limericks and a good range of cringe-worthy jokes! 

• I can imagine our children reading the jokes and wanting to try them out on other 

people 

About the book: 

This book is exactly what is says: a jumbo book of jokes! With lots of different types of jokes 

as well as fun illustrations, it’s virtually guaranteed to get readers giggling, and great for 

sharing.  

 

 

Blue Parcel 6 

 

The Bad Guys: Episode 1 and Episode 2 

Aaron Blabey 
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What the selection panel said: 

• There are lots of illustrations and not too much text 

• It’s very engaging and funny 

• It made me laugh 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-bad-guys-episodes-1-and-

2/  

About the book: 

A funny, wacky comic-book-style story in black and white about four animals with scary 
reputations trying to do good deeds, but where inevitably something always goes wrong. 
Just because Mr Wolf has teeth and claws doesn’t make him a bad guy – he’s a good guy, 
honest. And so are his associates, Mr Snake, Mr Shark and Mr Piranha. They’re all good 
guys really, despite what their reputations might lead you to believe… The ‘bad guys’ set out 
to complete a series of good deeds, like rescuing cats from trees and releasing chickens 
from a chicken farm. Each mission has a completely foolproof plan, so what could possibly 
go wrong? Reading this humourous book feels a lot like reading a cartoon. 
 

Interview with a Tiger & Other Clawed Beasts Too 

Andy Seed and Nick East 

What the selection panel said: 

• It’s written in a very humourous way, I enjoyed it 

• I liked the question-and-answer style 

• Gives brilliant insight into how animals survive in the wild, but without being overly 

graphic 

• A good element of environmental awareness to it  

• I enjoyed it and I think children would enjoy passing the knowledge on 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/i/interview-with-a-tiger/  

About the book: 

In an innovative approach to an animal fact book, author Andy Seed ‘interviews’ ten different 

wild animals about their everyday lives. Informative questions like why a tiger has stripes 

and what they eat are mixed in with questions such as, ‘Is there anything annoying about 

being a tiger?’ and ‘What’s your favourite band?’ Informative and silly in equal measure, 

readers can dip in and out and learn that a jaguar’s spots are actually called rosettes, a giant 

armadillo has terrible eyesight but a great sense of smell, and wolves are fed up with being 

the villains in books and films… Accessible and entertaining.  

 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-bad-guys-episodes-1-and-2/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-bad-guys-episodes-1-and-2/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/i/interview-with-a-tiger/

