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Green Parcel 1 

 

Undercover Robot: My First Year as a Human 

David Edmonds and Bertie Fraser  

What the selection panel said: 

• Very humorous 

• An amusing and poignant look at a child robot trying to find their way in a new or 

alien environment 

• I liked that it talks about how you form friendships 

• Dotty is a robot and so her relationship with the professor’s family, who she lives 

with, is unusual, but as she tries to fit in, Dotty learns many things about what it is to 

be human 

About the book: 

Dotty is a robot that lives with a family in an everyday, suburban environment – but only her 

father, who is a professor, knows that she’s a robot. Her ‘mission’ is to integrate both at 

home and school without giving away the fact that she’s not human. But navigating Year 7 is 

much easier said than done and Dotty finds herself faced with many challenges as she tries 

to figure out how to be human. 

Through humour and relatable everyday experiences, this story challenges the reader to 

think about honesty and the responsibility we have to tell the truth to others. Dotty’s naivety 

is amusing and thought-provoking as she strives to figure out a new and strange 

environment and learn how friendships are made.  

 

The Screaming Hairy Armadillo 

Matthew Murrie, Steve Murrie & Julie Benbassat  

What the selection panel said: 

• I’m a big fan of this book! 

• It has a really nice layout 

• It’s good for sharing with others 

• I loved it and can see so many kids wanting to have a copy! 

• Good pictures and the text is broken up into chunks  

• An interesting range of animals and great illustrations 
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About the book: 

A nonfiction book about creatures with strange and unusual names, from the Ba Humbugi 

and Agra Cadabra to the Bone-Eating Snot Flower Worm and the Chocolate Dip Damsel 

Fish. Readers can discover how and why these creatures got their names, as well as a little 

more about each of them. Funny and informative all at once, and great to dip in and out of.  

 

 

Green Parcel 2 

 

The Time Traveller and the Tiger 

Tania Unsworth 
 
What the selection panel said: 

• There is a lot that I really like about this story 

• It has higher-level content, but it’s written in short chapters with a lot of action and 
quite a bit of peril 

• A good adventure read, with a magical ending 

• It deals with complex issues with both a gravity and a lightness of touch 

• It’s a different topic and tackles some challenging but accessible themes 
 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-time-traveller-and-the-

tiger/  

About the book: 

After a childcare mix-up for the school holiday, Elsie has to go and stay with her Great Uncle 
John. She doesn’t know him very well, but quickly learns that his life is framed by regret 
based around some events in his own childhood, most particularly the shooting of a tiger. 
Then, when a mystical flower comes into bloom, Elsie is transported back in time to 1940s 
India where she meets her Uncle John as a 12-year-old boy. Here, she is given the 
opportunity to change her uncle’s future. Elsie, John, and their friend Mandeep must escape 
the jungle, save the tiger and change John’s timeline.  
 
Colonialism and race discrimination are touched upon appropriately and sensitively, as is 
sexism. Elsie is from 2020 and is shocked at the way children (especially girls) and 
indigenous people are treated by the privileged white characters in the book. Mandeep is 
smart and capable while Elsie is resourceful and resilient and speaks up about wrong doing. 
Young John is of his era but develops and grows throughout the book.  
 
Things to know about: 

• At the start of the story, there has been a glitch with normal childcare arrangements 
and the main character has to go and stay with an uncle for the week 

• There is discussion of a boy being locked in overnight (page 143), but this is placed 
within the historical setting of the early 20th century and the experience is not gone 
into in detail 

• The uncle is quite a lonely character and there is a theme of regret and having to 
make hard decisions 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-time-traveller-and-the-tiger/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-time-traveller-and-the-tiger/
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Dr Maggie’s Grand Tour of the Solar System 

Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock and Chelin Écija 

What the selection panel said: 

• A nice, glossy book about space 

• This is a good reference book that you can keep referring back to 

• Space is a topic readers will keep coming back to again and again 

• There are positive role models for girls, which will encourage girls to be interested in 
science 

• It’s accessible and informative and has strong visuals 
 
BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/d/dr-maggies-grand-tour-of-the-

solar-system/  

About the book: 

This book is narrated by space scientist and author Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock, who invites 

readers to join her on a tour of the solar system. Visit each of the planets as well as other 

parts of the solar system, such as the International Space Station, the Kuiper Belt and the 

Oort Cloud, and learn what makes up a solar system. Illustrations, diagrams and 

photographs help bring everything to life. A fascinating topic to dip in and out of, with lots of 

facts to discover and share.  

 

 

Green Parcel 3 

 

AstroNuts Mission One: The Plant Planet 

Jon Scieszka and Steven Weinberg 

What the selection panel said: 

• It’s so different to anything else 

• It sounds bonkers, but also fun, topical and educational 

• It will really appeal to a lot of kids 

About the book: 

Written in a very unusual style that combines story with speech bubbles and collage-style 

illustrations, ‘Astronuts’ is a little like a graphic novel, and yet not like a graphic novel at all! 

The Astronuts are superpowered, engineered animals who’ve been created to explore 

distant planets in the hope of finding a new home suitable for humans. Their first mission is 

to the Plant Planet, but what will happen when the Astronuts discover it’s already inhabited 

by intelligent life? 

Combining science-fiction storytelling with topical science and environmental themes, it’s 

fast-paced and wacky, while the silly humour is balanced by a more serious message about 

the potential impact one species can have on a precarious ecosystem.   

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/d/dr-maggies-grand-tour-of-the-solar-system/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/d/dr-maggies-grand-tour-of-the-solar-system/
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Brain Fizzing Facts 

Dr Emily Grossman and Alice Bowsher 

What the selection panel said: 

• There’re loads of facts 

• It’s quite high level, but accessible and practical 

BookTrust book review: Not available 

About the book: 

Packed full of science questions and answers, a fun book to dip into and discover something 

new about how the world works. Topics include things to do with the body, physics, animals 

and the earth. 

 

 

Green Parcel 4 

 

Darwin’s Dragons  

Lindsay Galvin 

What the selection panel said: 

• The style of writing is easy to follow while the characters, many based on real people 

at the time, are truly believable 

• The main character faces many challenges with strength and bravery 

• It is an engaging book and tricky themes are handled well 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/d/darwins-dragons/  

About the book: 

Set in 1835, Syms Covington is on board a sailboat that’s exploring the remote Galapagos 

Islands, working as an assistant for the naturalist and explorer Charles Darwin. When the 

boat is caught in a great storm, Syms winds up in the water and is washed up on an 

unexplored volcanic island, where he discovers an incredible new creature: a dragon. But in 

order to share his discovery with the world, he must find a way to survive on the island until 

either rescue arrives or he can find a way off. Once reunited with Darwin’s ship, the 

expedition returns to London, where Syms is faced with a further dilemma: how best to 

protect the dragons. A fantasy adventure, but with lots of historical detail. 

Things to know about: 

• During the story, Syms reflects back on some his formative experiences, which 

include neglect and bereavement 

• Readers learn that after Syms’s parents died he went to live with an aunt who isn’t 

kind to him. Knowing this is a bad environment, he runs away to sea, creating a new 

life for himself which he greatly enjoys (NB. this is a historical novel, set in the mid-

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/d/darwins-dragons/
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nineteenth century, a time when boys often went to sea to work as part of a ship’s 

crew) 

• Syms talks about how he gains strength from the memories of things that his dad 

said to him, and from playing his violin. This helps him to deal positively with the loss 

and grief he experiences 

• BookTrust’s sensitivity reader said: Although the book could be seen as a hard story 

about abandonment and being alone, this is handled well and the themes of survival, 

hope and friendship are a much stronger part of the book. 

 

They Did It First 

Julie Leung and Caitlin Kuhwald 

What the selection panel said: 

• It’s more about what they achieved than their personal stories 

• I absolutely loved it 

• There are good illustrations; I like it a lot 

• We can’t have enough of these books 

About the book: 

This nonfiction book features the stories of fifty people who dared to dream big. From artists 

to mathematicians and scientists, they’re all visionaries and pioneers in their field and come 

from all walks of life. Readers may recognize some of those featured, such as Alan Turing or 

Jane Goodall, but there are lots of lesser-known people to read about too.  

 

Amazing Pen and Paper Games 

Gareth Moore 

What the selection panel said: 

• There’s a nice mix of bits and pieces to do 

• This book has the sort of games you could take out of the book and do again 

• You could do these anywhere 

• I can think of some 12, 13 and 14-year-olds that would want to have a go at some of 

these! 

• I like that it has good quality paper 

About the book: 

Lots of fun paper-based activities to keep boredom at bay.  
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Green Parcel 5 

 

Pumpkinheads 

Rainbow Rowell and Faith Erin Hicks 

What the selection panel said: 

• An interesting coming-of-age story 

• This is an engaging and heart-warming story 

• It offers something different 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/p/pumpkin-heads/  

About the book: 

Deja and Josiah spend every autumn working in a mini theme-park, the Pumpkin Patch. In 

this graphic novel, readers follow the two friends on their last night at the patch – next year 

they’ll both be away at college. Josiah is feeling sad about it, but Deja is determined to make 

their last shift a truly memorable one. As Deja and Josiah make a sort of pilgrimage around 

the park in search of the girl Josiah has a crush on, with various funny encounters and 

activities along the way, the two friends get to spend an evening hanging out together and 

figuring out their feelings not just about each other, but also about the future. With the 

graphic novel approach to storytelling, readers can see separate stories taking place in the 

pictures behind the two friends, which adds a fun extra layer to the plotlines. 

Things to know about: 

• The characters are a little older (around 17 years-old) so some of the themes have a 

more mature feel, but the content is suitable for younger readers 

• Romantic relationships are a strong theme in the story, but also key is the idea that 

friendship and having realistic expectations are important in such a relationship 

• The panel said:  

• A theme of relationships is appropriate, particularly around having the confidence to 

approach people and not idealising others 

• I think some young people would be really pleased to get a book that makes them 

feel older 

 

Earth-Shattering Events 

Robin Jacobs and Sophie Williams 

What the selection panel said: 

• A fascinating insight into avalanches, volcanoes, tsunamis and the impact they have 

on the environment around them 

• It has a quality feel to it – the paper’s nice and the design is good 

• It has a great front cover 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/e/earth-shattering-events-

volcanoes-earthquakes-cyclones-tsunamis-and-other-natural-disasters/  

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/p/pumpkin-heads/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/e/earth-shattering-events-volcanoes-earthquakes-cyclones-tsunamis-and-other-natural-disasters/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/e/earth-shattering-events-volcanoes-earthquakes-cyclones-tsunamis-and-other-natural-disasters/
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About the book: 

An introduction to the geological and meteorological forces behind some of the more 

dramatic natural events that take place on earth. Covering things such as wildfires, 

tornadoes and cyclones as well as earthquakes, avalanches and tsunamis, the book uses 

clear illustrations to explain the cause and effect of these dramatic events, how science tries 

to measure or predict them, and what to do if you find yourself in the middle of one.  

 

 

Green Parcel 6 

 

The Impossible Boy 

Ben Brooks 

What the selection panel said: 

• A weird and wonderful story with relatable child characters, heartwarming 

relationships and comedy provided by the ‘impossible boy’ 

• It’s a great story with lots of positives 

About the book: 

Best friends Emma and Oleg are quite surprised when Sebastian, the imaginary friend 

they’ve been writing about to make school more interesting becomes – impossibly – real, 

landing his spaceship in their secret den at the back of the school field. Not being versed in 

the social rules of western society, he’s quite different from other people! But Sebastian is 

soon being pursued by the Institute of Unreality who, because Sebastian isn’t really 

supposed to exist, want to take him away. With the help of an eclectic bunch of friends and 

classmates, Emma and Oleg set out to protect Sebastian and find the best way to help keep 

him safe.  

Things to know about: 

• The children in this story do not have the easiest of lives 

• One of the children has a dad who is struggling with his mental health 

• Readers may like to consider: The children do not seem to rely on their parents, but 

do they get support and ask for help? And do things always work out for the best? 

• BookTrust’s sensitivity reader said: The children’s challenges are not made light of; 

the children consistently make the best of difficult situations, finding positives and 

helping each other 

 

Optical Illusions Activity Book 

Laura Baker 

What the selection panel said: 

• There are really enjoyable challenges and activities to complete, and has good 

explanations 
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• We spent a lot of time with this book and our 11-year-old shared it happily with us 

and his friends 

• It’s interesting and engaging 

• This is lovely and colourful and clearly laid out 

About the book: 

A super introduction to the fascinating world of optical illusions. Explanations for what is 

happening and how the illusion works are paired with different kinds of optical illusions and 

related activities and challenges. Lots to learn and to think about, and readers can create 

their own illusions to ‘wow’ their friends. 

Things to know about: 

• Some of the images in this book appear to move around or create a strobing effect. 

This may have a negative effect for readers with epilepsy or a particular sensitivity to 

strobing or this type of image 


