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Orange Parcel 1 

 

Rhinocorn Rules 

Matt Carr  

What the selection panel said: 

• I absolutely loved it 

• It’s all about accepting who you are 

• It’s fun and colourful, and with a great meaning behind it 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/r/rhinocorn-rules/  

About the book: 

Reminiscent of Elmer the Elephant, Ron the Rhino feels different to all the other rhinos. He 

looks the same, but he really dislikes all the rhino rules he’s supposed to follow. Life just isn’t 

much fun like this. But then he has a bright idea… Getting creative, Ron finds a way to show 

his true colours by painting himself and turning himself into a walking work of art. Everything 

is much more fun this way, the other animals make friends with him and, ultimately, even the 

grumpiest of the other rhinos agrees that the rhino rulebooks needs updating. A joyful book 

about being yourself, being creative and thinking outside the box.  

 

Elmer Search and Find Colours 

David McKee 

What the selection panel said: 

• An Elmer equivalent of Where’s Wally 

• Fun, and there’s a good selection of activities and nice images 

• The Elmer books are very bright 

• There’s lots to think about and do on each page 

• Good for colour identification 

About the book: 

There are lots of things to search and find in Elmer’s colour-themed walk. Includes a page of 

answers at the back to prevent any frustrations that may be encountered! 

 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/r/rhinocorn-rules/
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Orange Parcel 2 

 

Is It a Mermaid? 

Candy Gourlay and Francesca Chessa 

What the selection panel said: 

• I loved how the book explores feelings and acceptance 

• A beautiful story with beautiful illustrations 

• There are good nonfiction details at the end 

• It has a lovely message 

• It’s very cleverly written 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/i/is-it-a-mermaid/  

About the book: 

Bel and Benji are playing on the beach when they’re joined by a dugong. Except she’s not a 

dugong, she says – she’s a mermaid! But as the creature demonstrates all the things that 

make her a mermaid, and Bel joyfully joins in, Benji insists on pointing out all the things that 

make her a dugong. When she becomes upset by this, Benji realizes how much he has hurt 

her feelings and quickly apologises. Fortunately, mermaids are very forgiving and so the 

three friends spend the rest of the day playing together and enjoying the water.  

A vibrant celebration of imagination, challenging perceptions and the importance of not 

judging by appearances. The book includes some historical information at the end about the 

origin of the mermaid myth and its connection with real-life dugongs.  

 

Look and Say What You See in the Town 

Sebastien Braun 

What the selection panel said: 

• A very interactive book with things to spot and find 

• It encourages counting and saying words out loud 

• Includes places that children will recognize 

• It’s brightly coloured and with lots of details 

About the book: 

A brightly illustrated look and find book. Each page shows a different, recognisable location, 

from the pond to the park to the high street. The pictures are not overly busy, but there are 

still lots of things to look for and find in each picture. Great for vocabulary development, 

observation and, of course, for sharing together. 

 

Let’s Draw Farm Animals 

Bloomsbury Activity Books 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/i/is-it-a-mermaid/
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What the selection panel said: 

• Very simple steps on how to draw different animals 

• A nice one! 

BookTrust book review: Not available 

About the book: 

Follow these simple, step-by-step instructions to draw a lovely variety of farm animals, from 

a horse to a pig, a dog, a cockerel and more. A great way to make drawing easy and 

accessible. 

 

 

Orange Parcel 3 

 

Sea: A World Beneath the Waves 

Patricia Hegarty and Britta Teckentrup 

What the selection panel said: 

• Really beautiful images 

• There are lots of rhymes and it has colourful pictures 

• It’s very informative and in a fun way 

About the book: 

A nonfiction picture book about the creatures living under the sea, and around coral reefs 

especially. Written in rhyme and with ‘peek-through’ shaped holes in the colourful pages, 

there is lots to look at and explore on every page. 

 

Gigantosaurus 

Jonny Duddle 

What the selection panel said: 

• It looks amazing! 

• A lovely story with a nice balance of rhyme, action and description 

• There are good dinosaur facts at the end 

• It has fabulous illustrations 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/g/gigantosaurus/  

About the book: 

In this gentle dinosaur version of ‘The Boy Who Cried Wolf’, when the dinosaur youngsters 

decide to go exploring in the jungle, they know they have to be on the lookout for the scary 

Gigantosaurus. There are several false alarms as the look-out gets carried away with his 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/g/gigantosaurus/
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important task, but what will happen when the real Gigantosaurus makes an appearance? A 

fun dinosaur adventure story with a gorgeous, ‘gigantosaurus’ pull-out page. 

 

 

Orange Parcel 4 

 

Super Sloth 

Robert Starling 

What the selection panel said: 

• A great story about trying to achieve a goal 

• Both boys and girls loved it 

• There are lovely details in the illustrations 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/s/super-sloth/  

About the book: 

When Sloth reads a book about superheroes, he’s inspired to try being a superhero himself. 

And just in time too, because an Anteater is stealing the other animals’ fruit and they need 

Super Sloth’s help. But Super Sloth isn’t naturally fast and he can’t fly, so must figure out 

what other super-skills he can use to help him get into Anteater’s well-guarded cave and get 

everyone’s fruit back. An affirming tale about finding your own strengths and thinking outside 

the box. Includes interesting facts about sloths in the back.  

 

The Colour Monster: A Colour Activity Book 

Anna Llenas 

What the selection panel said: 

• He’s super cute! 

• A lovely book to look at how you’re feeling 

About the book: 

In this colouring book, readers are encouraged to decide how the colour monster might be 

feeling and then colour him/her in using the colour they think would suit this mood. A great 

way for thinking about different emotions and how they make us feel without being 

prescriptive – or just a fun colouring book. A picture book story version (The Colour Monster 

by Anna Llenas) has also been published, if readers enjoy the activity book.  

 

100 Words: Animals Sticker Activity Book 

Make Believe Ideas 

What the selection panel said: 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/s/super-sloth/
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• I like that it’s not just stickers, there are additional things to do on each page 

• The pictures are clearly labelled 

About the book: 

A sticker activity to book to practice the alphabet, with photographic images.  

 

 

Orange Parcel 5 

 

A New School for Charlie 

Courtney Dicmas 

What the selection panel said: 

• This is really good for children starting a new school 

• It’s very funny and has engaging pictures 

• I really like the clear layout 

About the book: 

Charlie – a dog – is really excited about starting a new school, but when he gets there all the 

other pupils seem quite different: they’re cats! It’s all a bit confusing, the lessons aren’t quite 

what he was expecting and the social rules are different to what he’s used to. The first day is 

really hard, and he goes home feeling quite lonely, but goes back the next day determined to 

find a way to make friends. Soon Charlie finds lots of things that unites him with his 

classmates, like enjoying painting and being great at taking naps, and how in some 

circumstances having different skills can be really beneficial. All these things help Charlie 

make lots of new friends and find his own niche in the school. 

 

Why Do Tigers Have Stripes? 

Katie Daynes and Christine Pym 

What the selection panel said: 

• This lift-the-flap book has a high interest level and lots of information presented in an 

accessible and colourful format 

• There are lovely illustrations and good information about the animals 

• I love the nature facts 

• The flaps are a really interactive way to get children involved in the reading 

About the book: 

A beautiful lift-the-flap fact book about animals. Readers can learn about the camouflage 

that stripes provide, how a monkey’s long tails helps it to balance, the different kinds of 

‘houses’ creatures build themselves, why frogs have webbed feet and camels have humps, 

and lots more. 
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Orange Parcel 6 

 

Once Upon a Dragon’s Fire 

Beatrice Blue 

What the selection panel said: 

• A beautiful, magical story 

• A very imaginative way to prompt story-making 

• A story about facing your fears and challenging perceptions 

• It really encourages imagination 

• I love the big, central pull-out page where the dragon has transformed 

• It has such atmospheric illustrations 

About the book: 

In this story about how dragons acquired the ability to breathe fire, two young children set 

out from their village one freezing, stormy night to confront the dragon that lives in the 

nearby mountains. The children have grown up on tales of how terrifying and dastardly the 

dragon is, and they believe it’s causing this terrible storm. But when they find the dragon, 

they discover a very different sort of creature to the one they expected. Myths and a fairytale 

feel combine in this exciting and heartwarming story.  

 

Sticker Shape Draw: Things That Go 

Hannah Dove, Kate Haynes and Charlotte Farmer 

What the selection panel said: 

• A great book for budding artists 

• It has clear instructions and a step-by-step guide 

• It’s simple and easy to understand 

• It’s good to show how shapes can fit together 

• Good for shape and colour recognition, and has good vocabulary 

BookTrust book review: Not available 

About the book: 

In this fun art activity-sticker book, readers create pictures from the coloured geometric 

stickers that come with the book. Discover how a simple circle, triangle and square can be 

used to make a hot air balloon; or use a simple combination of triangles and rectangles to 

create a plane. Step-by-step picture instructions show readers how to find the shapes they 

need and how to put them together in the right way, and leaves space for experimentation 

too.  


