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Purple Parcel 1 

 

Oi Puppies 

Kes Gray and Jim Field  

What the selection panel said: 

• Kids absolutely love the ‘Oi’ series 

• I like that everyone gets involved in looking after the puppies 

• It has bright pictures 

• A funny story about looking after naughty puppies 

• Wonderful rhyming words and it’s really well illustrated 

About the book: 

From the bestselling Oi Frog series, this is a raucous and rhyming story about a frog, a dog 

and a snooty cat who are looking after a large number of very energetic puppies. Cat 

strongly believes that animals should only sit on an item that rhymes with their name. As 

they try to instill some order to the puppy-sitting situation, the puppies are encouraged to sit 

on increasingly strange objects, from Blue on a shoe to Rebel on a pebble. Super fun to read 

out loud.  

 

Farm Scramble 

Jenny Cooper and Lindsey Sagar 

What the selection panel said: 

• A really nice idea and it encourages a love for reading 

• There is a lovely rhythm to the story 

• The repetitive element helps young children join in 

• Moving the tractor through the story is good for motor skills 

• A really nice tactile book with lots of different animals 

About the book: 

Pop out the tractor-shaped play piece from the front cover and push it along the roads 

through the pop-up farm-related play scenes in this interactive board book.  
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 Purple Parcel 2 

 

Bunnies on the Bus 

Philip Ardagh and Ben Mantle 

What the selection panel said: 

• A fun story with repeating rhymes 

• The pictures are great and there is lots to look at 

• I like the repetitive language 

• It encourages children to use their imagination 

• There’s lots to discover in the illustrations 

About the book: 

It’s a sunny day in Sunny Town and the residents are out and about. But wait! Oh no, a 

raucous group of bunnies have taken over a bus! This is definitely not how one should 

behave on a bus… The bunnies zoom through the town, leaving chaos behind them and 

creating quite a fuss. Told in a snappy song-like rhyme, this is a fun book to share, from the 

language to the silly antics of the different bunnies and all the details to pour over in the 

pictures. 

 

My Little World: Zoom 

Jonathan Litton 

What the selection panel said: 

• The language is excellent, with varied use of descriptive words 

• It’s good for colour recognition 

• A fun book 

• I liked the rhythm when you read it aloud 

• It has lovely clear pictures 

• The undulating nature of the print makes it nice for a child to follow with their finger 

About the book: 

The animals in this story are having a friendly race in their different coloured vehicles. Told in 

a fun rhyming text, it’s a bright and engaging story that combines vehicles with colour 

recognition.  

 

 

Purple Parcel 3 

 

Veg Patch Party 
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Clare Foges and Al Murphy 

What the selection panel said: 

• The rhythm is great and the story is fun 

• It has a musical quality 

• This book makes vegetables fun! 

• I loved it, I could not get the rhyme out of my head 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/v/veg-patch-party/  

About the book: 

The veggies growing in the vegetable patch on the farm are holding a Glastonbury-style 

music festival party. Everyone joins in, from the potatoes and parsnips to the superstar 

singing pumpkin and DJ Brussel Sprout! Written with a great rhythm and rhyme, and there’s 

a fun chorus for everyone to join in with.  

 

Supertato Sticker Book 

Sue Hendra and Paul Linnet 

What the selection panel said: 

• This is good for fine motor skill development 

• It has lovely activities 

BookTrust book review: Not available 

About the book: 

Lots of sticker activity fun with veggie-themed characters.  

 

 

Purple Parcel 4 

 

Harry in a Hurry 

Timothy Knapman and Gemma Merino 

What the selection panel said: 

• A really nice story about taking time and valuing personal time 

• I love the story and it has lovely illustrations 

• It’s great for thinking about regulating emotions 

• A really nice sharing story 

About the book: 

Harry the Hare does everything fast: talking, eating, riding his scooter – and doesn’t pay 

much attention to the things going on around him. But when he falls in the pond and 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/v/veg-patch-party/
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damages his scooter, he’s forced to slow down and find some patience while he waits for it 

to be fixed. With a little help from his new friend Tom the Tortoise, by slowing down Harry 

starts to see and experience the world quite differently. An different take on the well-known 

‘Tortoise and Hare’ fable.  

 

Hide and Seek Under the Sea 

Rachel Elliot and Gareth Lucas 

What the selection panel said: 

• Very colourful and appealing 

• It’s very tactile 

• I really like the felt flaps 

• It’s good how the language focuses on rhyming words 

BookTrust book review: Not available 

About the book: 

Peek behind the felt flaps to find out which sea creatures are hiding there. It’s simple and 

accessible, while the felt flaps add an enjoyable tactile element.  

 

Animals Play Scene Book 

Imagine That 

What the selection panel said: 

• Bright and engaging pictures 

• A fun, colourful activity book for children to find animals and stick them on the correct 

pages 

About the book: 

Use the felt stickers to create your own scenes in this colourful activity book. Readers could 

select the suggested animals for each of the different environments pictured, or go wild and 

mix everything up! 

 

 

Purple Parcel 5 

 

Chatterbox Bear 

Pippa Curnick 

What the selection panel said: 

• A lovely story about making friends 
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• It’s fun and colourful, with a very clear layout 

• It has an amusing text that made me chuckle 

About the book: 

Gary is a talkative bear who really loves to chat. When his grumpy neighbours get fed up 

with his talkative ways, he decides to set out in search of new friends. After an ocean 

journey he arrives at an island occupied by brightly coloured birds. But they don’t speak 

Bear, and Gary doesn’t speak Bird! It feels like a bit of a disaster at first, but gradually Gary 

and the birds find different ways to communicate with each other. A beautifully illustrated 

story with themes of empathy, inclusion and overcoming barriers.  

 

Zoo Sounds 

Sam Taplin and Federica Iossa 

What the selection panel said: 

• A great touch-feel-listen-hear book that combines lovely illustrations and sounds 

• A fun press-and-play book 

• I like the way the holes in the book link to the picture on the next page 

• A very tactile book – it’s not just about the sounds 

About the book: 

Press the pages to hear what sounds the different animals in the pictures make – the roar of 

a lion, the jabber and twitter of monkeys, or the barking of seals and the croaking of frogs.  

 

Numbers 

Patrick George 

What the selection panel said: 

• There’s a real interactive element to it 

• I like the graphic design of it 

• I like the idea of the transparent pages – I think the children will enjoy using them 

• The focus on counting is good and it’s very simple 

BookTrust book review: Not available 

About the book: 

With interactive transparent pages sandwiched between the regular paper pages, this book 

about numbers and counting makes learning about adding and subtracting a hands-on 

experience. As readers turn the acetate page, so the image is changed, enabling them to 

see, for example, how ten changes to nine when you take one item away. Treat it as a 

simple counting book or create a game out of it.  
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Purple Parcel 6 

 

I Am A Tiger 

Karl Newson and Ross Collins 

What the selection panel said: 

• A very funny story about a mouse who believes he is a tiger 

• It has simple text and clear pictures 

• It’s colourful and funny, with lots of different animals 

• I loved the language 

• It’s quite empowering – the theme of believing in who you are 

About the book: 

The main character of this story – a creature that looks very much like a mouse – has 

declared that they are a tiger! The other animals say that Mouse can’t be a tiger – tigers are 

bigger, they have stripes, and more Grrrr. But Mouse is adamant: Mouse is definitely a 

tiger. But what will Mouse say when an actual tiger appears? And what does Mouse say the 

other animals are? A humourous book with a simple text and bold illustrations, making it a 

great book to both read aloud and to share, while there’s a subtle underlying theme about 

labels and being who you choose to be.  

 

They All Saw a Cat 

Brendan Wenzel 

What the selection panel said: 

• I loved the illustrations and the different perspectives 

• It reminded me of Eric Carle’s books 

• It’s a book that stays with you – there’s something really mystical and lovely about it 

• Great for curiosity and imagination 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/they-all-saw-a-cat/  

About the book: 

In a very simple yet lyrical text, a cat goes for a walk and is seen by a series of different 

animals. They all see the cat, but how they each see the cat is very different. A human sees 

a purry friend, a mouse sees a scary beast, a bee sees the cat as spots of colour, and a 

worm sees the cat as vibrations through the earth. Beautiful artwork and fascinating ideas 

make this a book to pour over and talk about, and to revisit again and again. They all see the 

cat a little differently, but what does the cat see? 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/they-all-saw-a-cat/

