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Red Parcel 1 

 

Willow Wildthing and the Swamp Monster 

By Gill Lewis 

What the selection panel said: 

• This is a different type of story, about nature and seeing the natural environment 

around us in a different way 

• An adventure story where children enjoy being outdoors 

• I liked that it’s an interesting approach to adventure 

• There’s lots of imaginative ideas 

• There’s a good message in it about friendship and working together to solve 

problems 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/w/willow-wildthing-and-the-

swamp-monster/  

About the book: 

In this gentle adventure story, the characters enjoy imaginative play in the wild outdoors. For 

the ‘Wild Things’ (young human adventurers), the woods at the bottom of their gardens are 

no ordinary woods but a magical wilderness where adventures happen every day. They are 

ordinary children but when they enter the woods, a little of its magic finds its way into them. 

Willow has just moved to town and at first isn’t sure what to make of the Wild Things, but 

quickly gets pulled into their world of adventuring. 

Willow and the Wild Things explore the local woods and go in search of the so-called swamp 

monster who invaded their camp. Themes of friendship, the skills of learning to work 

together and thinking about how look out for one another thread their way through the story. 

At the end, the characters discuss the problems they encountered during their adventure 

and each share a little about the things that worry them, thus cementing their new 

friendships.  

 

Bunny Versus Monkey 

By Jamie Smart 

What the selection panel said: 

• I really enjoy this comic series – it’s bonkers! 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/w/willow-wildthing-and-the-swamp-monster/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/w/willow-wildthing-and-the-swamp-monster/
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• There is always something that might be problematic about to happen, but it is shown 

in a humorous, slapstick sort of way, so you know it will all be alright in the end! 

• The illustrations are really engaging 

• Everything about it just looks fun!  

• The characters all have such different personalities, sparking all sorts of situations 

that they have to overcome 

• This story will appeal to both boys and girls 

• If you enjoy this book, you might like to read the rest of the series and other comics 

by the same author 

About the book: 

A collection of short comic-strip style stories that take place across the length of a year. 
Bunny is the sensible local woodland creature who just wants to live a quiet and peaceful life 
along with his friends Pig, Weenie and Le Fox. But Monkey has other ideas: along with 
Action Beaver and evil genius Skunky, Monkey sets out to take over and destroy the woods. 
Things never quite go to plan though, leading the characters into all sorts of crazy situations. 
Packed with slapstick humour, incredible inventions and funny characters, this book is all 
about fun. Each mini chapter can be read alone, and in any order, but as there are links 
between them, they are best when read in order.  

 

Ultimate Factivity Collection Space 

DK Books 

What the selection panel said: 

• This is interactive and factual, with a nice layout and good quality stickers 

• There’s lots to do 

• It introduces facts in an interesting and engaging fashion 

About the book: 

Combining nonfiction with puzzles and activities, this ‘factivity’ book introduces lots of fun 

and fascinating knowledge about the solar systems, stars and galaxies, and all thing space 

related.  

 

 

Red Parcel 2 

 

The Boy Who Dreamed of Dragons 

Andy Shepherd and Sara Ogilvie 

What the selection panel said: 

• A charming book with a lot of positive messages and characters 

• It offers a pleasant escapism with some nice light touch things to think about 

• A book with some really nice moments 

• An accessible and enjoyable book  
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• It has positive messages and a good range of characters 

• The relationships in it are really positive 

• The story is part of a series so if you enjoy this one you might like to read the series 
 
About the book: 

11-year-old Tomas’s Granddad grows magical ‘dragonfruit’ which hatch into real dragons. 

Tomas has his own dragon-best-friend, Flicker, but a mischievous new dragon named Zing 

has taken to following Tomas about, and has a talent for causing havoc. The dragons are 

supposed to be a secret, but when an annoying new girl at school declares herself to be a 

dragon expert, Tomas accidentally let’s slip his own dragon knowledge. Oops! But although 

Tomas’s mistake sets in motion a chain of adventurous events, ultimately they become good 

friends.   

Although part of a series, this book can be read as a stand-alone story. Tomas lives with his 

parents, but the focus of the story is more on his friends and his relationship with his 

grandparents. It’s a gentle adventure story about a boy, his friends and his dragons that 

touches on themes of change in a positive way.  

 

Drawing as Easy as ABC 

John Bigwood 

What the selection panel said: 

• A fantastic book to raise confidence in drawing 

• This is a really nice quality book 

• My eleven-year-old really liked it; it helped him to concentrate and hold a pen 
properly too! 

• This book is nicely designed and is accessible 

• I thought it was excellent, I loved it 
 
About the book: 

At first glance this book might look like an alphabet book, but do not be deceived! It’s not 

teaching the alphabet, but shows readers how they can use different letters as a building 

block for creating a drawing. Follow the six simple steps to turn an ‘a’ into a lemur, a ‘b’ into 

a bat, or a ‘c’ into a bumblebee. There is a space on each page for readers to have a go. A 

fun, confidence-building approach to drawing. 

 

 

Red Parcel 3 

 

Agent Weasel and the Fiendish Fox Gang 

Nick East 

What the selection panel said: 
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• An accessible book and with wide appeal 

• Funny and fast-paced, it has a good range of characters and fantastic illustrations 

• The story flows really well 

• Themes of positive friendships, acceptance and second chances are threaded 

throughout the story 

About the book: 

When strange things start happening in the United Woodlands, it’s clear the animals need 

the help of local detective and super-spy, Agent Weasel. All clues point to the Fiendish Fox 

Gang as being behind the mischief. Stopping the gang’s leader, Vixen Von Fluff, will not a be 

an easy task, however. With the help of some fun secret agent equipment – plus some good 

luck – Agent Weasel and his best friend Doorkins navigate various weird and wonderful 

woodland-related obstacles, with the aim of defeating the Fox Gang and saving the Autumn 

Big Bash from Von Fluff’s fiendish plans. Funny and fast paced, with a good range of 

characters and accompanying illustrations. 

 

How to be an Astronaut and Other Space Jobs 

Dr Sheila Kanani and Sol Linero 

What the selection panel said: 

• Packed with interesting information 

• A good mix of graphics and text 

• It’s quite inspirational 

• There are nice illustrations and a diverse range of characters 

• There’s more to it than just a spacey fact book 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/h/how-to-be-an-astronaut-and-

other-space-jobs/  

About the book: 

A nonfiction, illustrated guide to space travel and what being an astronaut involves. Space 

exploration and getting astronauts into space takes a whole team of people, and this book 

also introduces these equally important and exciting jobs, from design and engineering to 

astrobiology, tech, healthcare, and managing Mission Control. Inspiring and aspirational as 

well as informative, with lots of fascinating facts to discover. 

 

 

Red Parcel 4 

 

Olga and the Smelly Thing From Nowhere 

Elise Gravel  

What the selection panel said: 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/h/how-to-be-an-astronaut-and-other-space-jobs/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/h/how-to-be-an-astronaut-and-other-space-jobs/


 
 

5 
 

• A fun plot that encourages curiosity 

• There are lots of positive things about friendship in the story 

• There are some very funny scenes and visually it’s very strong 

About the book: 

Written in a diary-like format, this is the story of Olga’s discovery of a very strange creature, 

who she names Meh. Olga loves science and animals and wants to know more about Meh 

and how best to look after him/her. Conducting some small experiments and investigations 

(e.g. how Meh interacts with dogs at the park, and what different foods Meh does or doesn’t 

like), Olga steps out of her internal world and into the community, making a number of a new 

friends along the way. With lots of illustrations and lots of funny moments, this is a 

heartwarming story about understanding others and being a little different.  

 

Did Cavemen Brush Their Teeth? 

Thomas Canavan 

What the selection panel said: 

• A book you can dip in and out of 

• It’s a lot of fun, with elements of a joke book to it 

• This is good to share with others 

About the book: 

The subtitle of this fact book is ‘Questions and Answers about Gross Stuff’! With sections on 

animals, history, science and the human body, readers can unwrap the answers to questions 

such ‘what is inside a drop of blood?’, ‘why do owls turn their head to face backwards?’ and, 

of course, ‘did cavemen brush their teeth?’ Warning: does include plenty of icky, sticky, 

smelly bits! 

 

The Big Green Activity Book 

Various 

What the selection panel said: 

• This book has well thought-out activities 

• It’s fun and educational, and an important topic 

• A fascinating introduction to environmental issues that are part of our everyday life 

• There’s loads to do but doesn’t have too much writing 

• We’ll revisit this book again and again 

About the book: 

Packed with puzzles and quizzes, each with an eco/environmental theme. Lots to keep 

readers occupied and engaged, with facts about the different topics that can be learnt along 

the way. 
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Red Parcel 5 

 

The Funny Life of Teachers 

James Campbell and Rob Jones 

What the selection panel said: 

• I especially like that it has lots of short paragraphs, speech bubbles, and text broken 

up with illustrations 

• A fun addition to the playground conversations children sometimes have about what 

their teacher’s lives might be like! 

• It’s very positive about school libraries, librarians and reading! 

• A great book for dipping in and out of with a good variety of real-life teacher facts, 

funny illustrations and imaginary stories 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-funny-life-of-teachers/  

About the book: 

This highly interactive ‘guide’ to anything and (possibly) everything related to school and 

teachers mixes together real and made-up facts and funny illustrations. Written in a Wimpy 

Kid cartoon style, instead of reading from cover-to-cover readers are encouraged to pick 

their own route through the book via the different options given to them at the end of each 

page. Lots of fun, and with hilarious takes on all sort of school-related topics, from dinner 

ladies and the school hamster to class names and the different kinds of teachers.  

 

The Jumbo Joke Book for Funny Kids 

Andrew Pinder 

What the selection panel said: 

• It’s really good to have a joke book 

• Jokes can be great fun to share on the playground with friends 

About the book: 

The same book as seen in the Blue Parcel 5, this is exactly what is says: a jumbo book of 

jokes! With lots of different types of jokes as well as fun illustrations, it’s virtually guaranteed 

to get readers giggling, and is great for sharing.  

 

 

Red Parcel 6 

 

Whoa! I Spy a Werewolf 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-funny-life-of-teachers/
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Justin Davies and Kim Geyer 

What the selection panel said: 

• The way the story unfolds reminded me of a cartoon caper 

• It’s different and fun 

• A good story to escape into 

• Children will enjoy it 

About the book: 

Alice recently found out that she’s a werewolf and has just been nominated for the Bravest 

Monster of the Year Award at the prestigious Nessie awards ceremony, which will be 

presented by Alice’s heroine, a vlogger named Kiki. But a shapeshifter has taken on Kiki’s 

identity and when Alice meets ‘Kiki’ and shakes her hand, her werewolf powers are affected. 

And then a second version of Alice starts running around the town – and breaking the law. 

Alice and her friends must find a way to prove it’s not her causing the damage and capture 

the shapeshifter before she can steal powers from all the monsters at the Nessie awards.  

 

Rebel Dogs: Heroic Tales of Trusty Hounds 

Kimberlie Hamilton 

What the selection panel said: 

• Lovely stories about dogs that have done amazing things through history or been 

owned by famous people 

• If you’re not a dog lover before starting this book, you probably will be by the end! 

• We totally loved this book! 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/r/rebel-dogs-heroic-tales-of-

trusty-hounds/  

About the book: 

A collection of true stories about thirty remarkable dogs from around the world. There are 

sporty dogs, record-breaking dogs, hero dogs, superstar dogs and explorer dogs. Each dog 

gets a page to tell their tale, so it’s accessible and good to dip in and out of. Plus there are 

lots of extra dog-related facts, jokes, trivia and games throughout the book for readers to 

enjoy and discover.  

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/r/rebel-dogs-heroic-tales-of-trusty-hounds/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/r/rebel-dogs-heroic-tales-of-trusty-hounds/

