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Yellow Parcel 1 

 

Lion Lessons 

Jon Agee  

What the selection panel said: 

• I thought it was fabulous for kids who don’t want to read 

• The pictures lead the story, the text is quite simple and the pictures are amusing 

• A bright and simple text with pictures to guide a child who might struggle to read the 

text 

• A funny story 

• It’s a great book to read aloud and share 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/l/lion-lessons/  

About the book: 

The young person in this story is taking lessons in how to be a lion. His teacher takes him 

through the seven steps of being a lion, from looking fierce, how to roar and what to eat to 

sprinting and pouncing. The lessons don’t always go as well as the trainee lion might have 

wished – until lesson seven: looking out for your friends. After the six previous lessons, he 

knows exactly what to do and how to put everything he’s learnt into action.  

With a simple, accessible text, this book shows how, although most of the time it’s not 

necessary to roar, sometimes we can still be fierce in protecting others who are less roar-

some than ourselves. 

 

The Ultimate Dragon Joke Book 

What the selection panel said: 

• Absolutely brilliant 

• And excellent text 

• It’s fun, attractive, and has a great layout 

About the book: 

A fun joke book with a dragon theme that readers can share with their friends.  

 

 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/l/lion-lessons/
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Peel and Discover Oceans 

Workman Publishing 

What the selection panel said: 

• There’s lots of colour and details 

• The quality of stickers is amazing 

• Great for children  

BookTrust book review: Not available 

About the book: 

An ocean and seaside-themed sticker activity book. Includes little facts to discover on each 

page, with even more facts hidden behind the stickers – peel them off to reveal what is 

hiding behind them. The stickers themselves are colourful photographic images. 

 

 

Yellow Parcel 2 

 

Super Narwhal and Jelly Jolt 

Ben Clanton 

What the selection panel said: 

• A great book that will encourage children to use their imaginations 

• A collection of stories told in comic format 

• I’ve found that boys especially like this comic style 

• I know a couple of kids who loved the ‘Narwhal’ books  

About the book: 

This simple comic-style book of short stories is about two best friends Narwhal (a narwhal!) 

and Jelly (a jellyfish). Each story in the collection stands alone, but the theme of being a 

superhero features in each one, from Narwhal and Jelly discussing the more superficial 

attributes of a superhero (the costume and the secret identity) to figuring out what a 

superhero’s real power is: helping others.  

The stories are full of humour whilst beautifully touching on the importance of kindness and 

friendship. When Jelly feels sad in one of the stories, Narwhal’s way of helping is amusing 

and heartfelt. Told entirely through the use of speech, the stories are very accessible, and 

the book includes a nonfiction element as the superpowers of real sea creatures are 

introduced as well. 

 

Animal Antics 

Dorling Kindersley 

What the selection panel said: 
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• Lots of beautiful photos of animals – very colourful, and some are so funny 

• An informative text in an easy-to-access format 

• Kids will love the pictures 

• It made me smile and laugh – it’s great for sharing 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/a/animal-antics/  

About the book: 

Animals caught on candid camera! In this book readers will find beautiful, glossy 

photographs of animals doing all sorts of funny things, from dancing to sticking their heads in 

the snow, to balancing on top of giant cacti. Short captions of text provide a little explanation 

for what is happening in the pictures and give some fascinating insights into the animal 

world.  

 

 

Yellow Parcel 3 

 

Fox & Rabbit 

Beth Ferry and Gergely Dudas 

What the selection panel said: 

• These are good stories about friendship 

• There are nice themes of overcoming your fears 

• A comic with good illustrations and a clear text 

About the book: 

Five individual short stories make up this comic-book-style, colour-illustrated book starring 

two best friends, Fox and Rabbit. They don’t always get on or want the same things, but they 

do always come through for each other. Themes of friendship, support, and managing fears 

run through each story as the two friends undertake a series of quiet adventures, including a 

visit to the fairground, a trip to the beach, and following the secret path on a treasure map. 

 

The Picture Puzzle Activity Book 

Buster Books 

What the selection panel said: 

• Brilliant for calming anxious children 

• It’s very interactive 

• This is very colourful and engaging 

About the book: 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/a/animal-antics/
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Packed with a variety of puzzles and activities to keep boredom at bay and support creativity 

and problem solving. It includes colouring and drawing, mazes, dot-to-dots and treasure 

hunts.  

 

 

Yellow Parcel 4 

 

The Incredible Hotel 

Kate Davies and Isabelle Follath 

What the selection panel said: 

• Beautiful pictures 

• I really like the themes: teamwork and resilience 

• It has a positive message 

BookTrust book review: Not available 

About the book: 

Everything runs like clockwork at The Incredible Hotel, thanks to hardworking Stefan the 

Kitchen Porter. Stefan dreams of being a chef, though he’s never allowed to help with the 

cooking and the other staff are less than encouraging. But when a special, highly demanding 

guest is invited to stay, it quickly becomes clear that without Stefan there, nothing really runs 

properly. Stefan steps in to save the day, and his co-workers realise he is much more skilled 

that they’d given him credit for. A touching story about believing in yourself and your dreams.  

Things to be aware of: 

In the early part of this story, the staff in the hotel laugh at Stefan over his dream to be a 

chef, as they see him only as a lowly kitchen porter. However, as the story progresses they 

come to recognize all that he contributes to the hotel and to value him and his skills. The 

selection panel felt that although Stefan is treated negatively at the start, it is important to 

recognise and talk about difficult things such as this experience, and that the outcome of the 

story is a positive one.  

 

Ultimate Earth: Oceans and Seas 

Miranda Baker and Gareth Lucas 

What the selection panel said: 

• Fantastic illustrations and explanations of the sea and ocean 

• It’s very informative and relevant 

• I really like it, I found out things I didn’t know 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/u/ultimate-earth-oceans-and-

seas/  

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/u/ultimate-earth-oceans-and-seas/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/u/ultimate-earth-oceans-and-seas/
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About the book: 

An informative, dip-in book about the oceans and seas. The book features small amounts of 

text with interesting facts and interactive flaps, but without being childish. Readers can 

discover the mimic octopus, the biggest ocean creatures, the deadly box jellyfish, the 

speediest swimmers, and much more. An excellent introduction to the wonders of the ocean. 

 

 

Yellow Parcel 5 

 

A Bear Named Bjorn 

Delphine Perret 

What the selection panel said: 

• It feels quite special and different 

• This story about a bear’s life is a nice gentle book 

• It’s a manageable read 

• A very different sort of text 

About the book: 

Unusually presented, with green-tinted paper and the text printed all in capitals, this book 

has six short, simple stories all about Bjorn the Bear and his life in the forest. All the different 

animals live alongside one another quite contentedly in this forest, sharing the sofa Bjorn 

mysteriously wins, having a fancy dress party and looking for gifts that Bjorn could send to 

his human pen-pal in the nearby town. A quiet and enjoyable collection of stories.  

 

Let’s Draw Sea Animals 

Bloomsbury Activity Books 

What the selection panel said: 

• Each step is clear and I really liked that you can draw on the same page 

• A great book for children to interact with 

• It has easy to follow instructions and examples 

About the book: 

Follow these simple, step-by-step instructions to draw a variety of sea creatures, from an 

octopus to a dolphin, crab, turtle and more. A great way to make drawing easy and 

accessible. 

 

Scratch and Sparkle Space Activity Book 

Make Believe Ideas and Stuart Lynch 
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What the selection panel said: 

• A really good one 

• There is a range of interactive and creative activities 

BookTrust book review: Not available 

About the book: 

Lots of bright and colourful space-themed activities. Includes press-out models on the back 

pages with a fun ‘scratch and sparkle’ element. 

 

 

Yellow Parcel 6 

 

Billy and the Mini Monsters: Monsters Go to School 

Zanna Davidson and Melanie Williamson 

What the selection panel said: 

• I loved it 

• It’s easy to read 

• It’s bright and colourful 

About the book: 

Billy has a strange set of little friends who he found making a home in his sock drawer one 

day: five mini monsters. Gloop, Peep, Fang-Face, Captain Snott and Trumpet are small 

enough to fit in Billy’s hand, but despite him calling them ‘monsters’, they’re not at all 

monstrous in their personalities – although they do have a habit of getting into trouble! In this 

story, the monsters decide to sneak into Billy’s bag and go to school with him. But when 

school bully Basil trips Billy u, causing him to drop his bag, the mini monsters are all thrown 

out and away down the corridor. Can Billy find them and gather them back up before 

anybody sees them or they cause too much trouble? A little bit of chaos ensues, of course, 

but ultimately the monsters are found, and help Billy out with Basil the bully.  

 

One World, Many Colours 

Ben Lerwill and Alette Straathof 

What the selection panel said: 

• The illustrations are lovely 

• I love this book! It will encourage children to notice their surroundings and enjoy the 

colours 

• It is well presented and has lots of information 

• It’s very bright and colourful 

• I like the translations at the back 
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About the book: 

Almost poetic in its approach, this vibrantly illustrated book looks at the places around the 

world and in our everyday lives where we see different colours. There’s white in icy 

antarctica, pink in the macarons and pastries of a Parisian café, blue in the sky above Mount 

Everest and the whales swimming in the deep ocean. It shows readers how colours are 

everywhere around us and in different places all around the world, and encourages readers 

to look at the colours around them with the simple question, ‘And where else?’ 


