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Welcome to your Special
School Library Pack 2019–20
Your Special School Library
Pack contains:
I Dare You!
by Nicole Maubert

Sounds of
Nature: World
of Birds
by Robert Hunter

Once Upon a
Raindrop: The
Story of Water

Me and My Fear
by Francesca Sanna

by James Carter,
illustrated by
Nomoco

Guinness World
Records: Wild
Things

Stand Up, Stand
Out!
by Kay Woodward

by Guinness World
Records

The Same Inside:
Poems About
Empathy and
Friendship
by Liz Brownlee,
Matt Goodfellow
and Roger Stevens
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The Funny Life
of Pets
by James Campbell,
illustrated by
Rob Jones

Run Wild

Invisible Emmie

by Gill Lewis

by Terri Libenson

Welcome to your
Special School Library Pack
This pack provides you with a selection of top-quality titles to
support your students in reading for enjoyment, discussing
books and developing a long-term love of reading.
This guide is designed to support the books
with a variety of ideas and advice to help you
make the most of each title.
We’re aware that special schools support a
vast spectrum of needs. Every school, class and
student is different. We also know that this pack
is often used by many practitioners in various
settings and in diverse ways.
With all this in mind, our book selection offers
a wide range of styles, themes and formats
to ensure there’s something for everyone.
Likewise, the activities are as varied and flexible
as possible, and can be adapted to suit different
needs, circumstances and timescales. The
activities were developed by teachers, teaching
assistants and librarians, and tested in schools.

project created to promote children’s
authors and illustrators of colour.
Visit booktrust.org.uk/represents for
more information.
We hope that you and your students enjoy
the books and activities in the Special
School Library Pack, and we’d love to hear
what you think – let us know by emailing
schoollibrarypack@booktrust.org.uk
or tweet us @BookTrust using hashtag
#SpecialSchoolLibraryPack.
Thank you to the fifteen teachers, teaching
assistants and school librarians whose book
selection and resource design made the
Special School Library Pack possible.

This guide discusses ways you can promote
reading for pleasure in special schools,
followed by a list of quick-reference activities
for each title in the pack.
The pack also includes the Breaking New
Ground brochure, showcasing over 100
contemporary British writers and illustrators
of colour, all creating quality literature, stories
and images for children and young adults. The
brochure, produced by Speaking Volumes, is
part of BookTrust Represents, a three-year
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Enjoying books in every school
You will know best which books are likely to
suit the needs of your students and how best
to support interaction. Here we aim to give you
some initial ideas that you can adjust, enhance or
develop to use within your school.
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You can use these approaches and ideas with any book to encourage reading for pleasure,
including the ten books in this pack. These recommendations and words of advice have been
suggested by special school teachers, teaching assistants and librarians from across the country,
who also came up with the activities in this year’s pack.

Make it relatable

Sensory trays

Link a story to the student’s own environment
and familiar subjects. Ask about their
experience of something related to the book.

Some students find sensory trays – with
objects linked to the book hidden in straw –
useful to play with while they are listening to
and talking about a story.

Stimulus boxes
Stimulus boxes – with objects related to the
story – can help students focus and support
processing. It is useful to spread the objects
throughout the story and use at key points.

Give stories time

Create immersive experiences
Turn books into experiences. For example,
you can use sensory trails, scavenger hunts or
drama to bring the story to life. This movement
around a space can increase engagement.

Give each story sufficient time and repetition.

Enjoying books in different ways

Movement and action

A more complex subject or a more challenging
book can work on many levels and be
appreciated in different ways. It may be a
case of enjoying the rhythm and sound of the
language in a poem, or the illustration style
in a graphic novel.

Use movements or actions that correspond
with the narrative to aid memory for learners.

Use the senses
Consider sensory experiences. A strong smell
or taste can be a more powerful stimuli than a
picture or object. You can be creative with it!

Signs and symbols
Find key signs and symbols linked to the story
so that everyone can access it. Book-specific
resources are key to the success of embedding
concepts and ideas in relation to a story.

What next?
Think of ways to extend the story, making links
across the curriculum. There are lots of ways
to connect books to subjects as diverse as
geography, science and maths as well as PSHE.
Examples of ways to make these links with this
year’s Special School Library Pack books are
included in this guide.
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I Dare You!
by Nicole Maubert
A super-scary touch-and-feel book

Why we chose this book
A fun sensory story where readers are dared to touch and
feel materials ranging from a snake’s sticky tongue to a
spider’s hairy body. Perfect for students that love tactile
elements in books, with a final twist that everyone will love.

Discussion topics

Music, drama and movement

ll What do you like and not like in the book?
ll Act out how the different creatures would
For example, do you like spiders and snakes?
move and talk. How are they different from
How do they make you feel?
one another?
ll When something scares you or makes you
sad, what can you do to feel better?
ll Which dare do you think is the scariest, and
which do you think is the most fun? Why?

Writing, drawing and craft
ll Design your own class monster. How will it
look? What sounds does it make and how
does it smell? Different groups can design
different body parts, before putting them
together to make the whole monster.
ll Make a haunted house inspired by the
book using a cardboard box. Where will the
different monsters go? For example, the
ghost can go in the bedroom but where
should the shark go?
ll Create a word cloud with all the words
you can think of to describe the different
textures in the book. Use these words to
make similes such as ‘as slippery as a snake’.

ll Using soundbible.com, find sounds to go
with each page. Play the sounds as you read
the book, such as a wolf howling for the
werewolf’s page.

Sensory and other ideas
ll Make your own dare page. What will you
dare the reader to do, and what materials
will you use?
ll Compare the textures of different animals.
How does a dog’s coat feel compared to a
snake’s skin? You can match the different
textures to words used in the book.

If you like this book, you
might also like to try:
ll Never Touch a Shark by Make Believe
Ideas, illustrated by Stuart Lynch
ll No Probllama by Rosie Greening
ll Mr Bear’s Honey by YoYo Books
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Sounds of Nature: World of Birds
by Robert Hunter
An extraordinary sound book introducing
birds from around the world
Why we chose this book
A stunning interactive book with eye-catching pages
and simple yet fascinating facts. Students will love
pressing the buttons and hearing the bird calls, then
learning about the birds that make them and the
habitats they live in.

Discussion topics
ll As well as birds, what other animals can you
spot on each page?

penguin, the flamingo and the greater
roadrunner. You might want to include
feather boas and ribbons in the dance.

ll Look at pages 1 and 2. How many birds can
you see? Which one is the smallest and which
one is the biggest?

ll Use musical instruments to recreate some of
the birdcalls you hear. Experiment with your
voices and different instruments to get as
close as you can to the sounds.

ll How many of these birds have you seen in
real life? Where did you see them?

Sensory and other ideas

Writing, drawing and craft
ll Keep a bird-spotter’s diary for a week,
recording the types of birds you see and the
number of each. How many types did you
see? Which bird did you see most often?
ll Make a shoebox or tray habitat inspired
by one of the pages. For example, you can
create a Himalayan mountain habitat using
cotton wool for snow.
ll Pick a bird and paint a picture of it using
handprints for wings. You can make a collage
in the background showing the habitat it
lives in.

Music, drama and movement
ll Many of the birds in this book have
distinctive movements as well as distinctive
bird calls. Come up with dances inspired by
some of these birds, including the emperor

ll Create a sensory birdwatching rucksack for
one of the habitats. For example, for a desert
bag you could include a shaker for the
rattlesnake’s tail and sand for the ground, as
well as feathers, binoculars and a sunhat.
ll Design a bird feeder. You could even make it
out of building blocks.

If you like this book, you
might also like to try:
ll Across the Savannah by Libby
Walden, illustrated by Clover Robin
ll The Big Book of the Blue
by Yuval Zommer
ll Wonders of the World
by Isabel Otter, illustrated by
Margaux Carpentier
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Once Upon a Raindrop: The Story of
Water by James Carter, illustrated by Nomoco
An exciting picture book mixing non-fiction
and poetry
Why we chose this book
Poetry and non-fiction come together in this beautiful
picture book about the water cycle. As well as reading with
groups, it is a perfect starting point for sensory stories, art
activities and science projects.

Discussion topics

Sensory and other ideas

ll Why is water important and why do we
need it?

ll Feel the different types of water from flowing
water from a tap to ice cubes in a tray. How
are they different? What do you use the
different forms for? How does each one make
you feel?

ll What are the different places that you can
find water? Where can you find it in its
different forms? For example, where can you
find ice?
ll Why do we need to keep water clean and
free from pollution?

Writing, drawing and craft
ll List all the words you can use to describe
water, ice and steam. Make a word cloud
poster using all these different words.
ll This book uses inkblot art. Create your own
inkblot art by dropping ink onto a page,
letting it dry and then drawing over the blot
to turn it into a tree, person or anything you
can think of!

Music, drama and movement
ll Make a dance using the vocabulary in the
book. You can act out the verbs from the
book such as ‘burst through’, ‘spin around’
and ‘pour’.
ll Move like the objects in space shown in the
book. How do meteorites, the moon and
rockets move? Also, how would you walk if
you were walking on the moon?
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ll Use a variety of water toys or water
containers. How does the water move? How
does it fall? How fast or slow does it go?
ll Research the wettest and driest places on
earth. How do they look and what are
they like?

If you like this book, you
might also like to try:
ll They Say Blue by Jillian Tamaki
ll The Brilliant Deep: Rebuilding the
World’s Coral Reefs by Kate Messner,
illustrated by Matthew Forsythe
ll We Travel So Far: Small Stories of
Incredibly Giant Journeys
by Laura Knowles

Me and My Fear
by Francesca Sanna
A heartfelt story exploring fear and anxiety

Why we chose this book
A beautifully illustrated picture book with a large, easy-toread font and a simple yet powerful message. Me and My
Fear is great for sharing and an excellent starting point for
conversations about social, emotional and mental health.

Discussion topics

Sensory and other ideas

ll What is fear? How does it feel and why do we ll Make a sensory bag with things that help
feel it?
people to relax. It can include smells such as
lavender, lemon and peppermint.
ll What makes you happy and what makes
you sad?
ll Make your own fear character. You can use a
pillow or a balloon filled with flour. You can
ll In the book, the character Fear is sometimes
squeeze it to help you feel brave!
small and sometimes big. Why do you think
it changes in size?
ll Make a list of small ways to be brave.
For example, trying a food you have never
Writing, drawing and craft
eaten before.
ll Create a collage showing things that you
love and things that make you happy.
ll This book shows what fear looks like. What
do other emotions look like to you? Draw
pictures of happiness, sadness and anger.
What shape and colour are they?

Music, drama and movement
ll Add sound effects to the book. Don’t forget
the squawking of seagulls, the barking of
dogs and the pitter-patter of rain. Read the
book again while others make the sounds.
ll Act out the book. One person can be the
narrator, reading out the book, while others
play the girl and the boy. An object such as
a pillow can be used for Fear, changing its
size as the story goes on.

If you like this book, you
might also like to try:
ll When Sadness Comes to Call
by Eva Eland
ll The Wall in the Middle of the Book
by Jon Agee
ll Feelings by Libby Walden, illustrated by
Richard Jones
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Guinness World Records: Wild Things
by Guinness World Records
Amazing photographic non-fiction with
a wild side
Why we chose this book
Incredible nature photography and countless animal
facts combine in a non-fiction title that will grab students’
attention. A great book for anyone who loves to learn and
share facts and find out more about the world around them.

Discussion topics

Sensory and other ideas

ll If you could keep one animal from this book
as a pet, which one would you pick and why?
What makes a good pet?

ll Every chapter ends with a challenge to
identify as many animals you can on the
page. Starting with pages 28 and 29, see how
many you can get right.

ll Look at pages 46 and 47. What record is your
favourite? Are you surprised by it?
ll If you could break any record, which record
would you most like to break?

Writing, drawing and craft
ll Paint animal print pages. For example, you
can make the spots of a giraffe or the stripes
of a tiger.
ll Lots of people who work with animals are
shown in the book, including Jane Goodall,
Steve Backshall and Coyote Peterson.
Research one of these people and create a
fact sheet with key points, showing what their
job is and what they do.

Music, drama and movement
ll Write down animals from the book onto
cards and put the cards in a bag. Take it
in turns to mime the animal on your card,
challenging others to guess what you are.
ll Hold a records day, trying to set your own
records. For example, see who can clap their
hands the most times in between throwing
and catching a ball.
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ll Go on an animal safari. Hide pictures of
different animals around the classroom and
then find them in groups. When you find an
animal, guess which record they hold.
ll Pages 48 to 67 are all about the smallest
and largest animals. Use a tape measure and
lining paper to measure out some of these
animals. Which is the smallest animal you
have found, and which is the largest?

If you like this book, you
might also like to try:
ll World’s Strangest Predators
by Lonely Planet Kids
ll Extreme Planet by National
Geographic Kids
ll Top 10 of Everything 2019: The
Ultimate Record Book of 2019
by Paul Terry

Stand Up, Stand Out!
by Kay Woodward
A wonderful introduction to history’s
greatest rebels
Why we chose this book
The large, colourful illustrations and simple text will
encourage students to explore the lives of heroes who
changed the world. The ‘What can you do?’ sections relate
these stories to students’ lives, making it perfect for
group discussions.

Discussion topics

Sensory and other ideas

ll What is a hero and what do they do?

ll Write down and cut out the twenty-five
names on the contents page. Sort the names
into different categories, such as whether you
have heard of them before or not.

ll Take the quiz on pages 108 and 109. Which
rebel hero are you? What does it mean to be
like this person?

ll These heroes are from countries from around
ll All the heroes fought for a change they
the world. Find some of these countries in
believed in. For example, Martin Luther
an atlas or using Google Maps. What do you
King Jr. campaigned for black people to be
know about these countries?
treated the same as white people in America.
What changes do you think need to be made ll Play ‘Two Truths, One Lie.’ In teams, take
in our world?
it in turns to pick a hero and tell the other
team two facts and one lie about them. If
Writing, drawing and craft
they correctly guess the lie, they get a point;
if they do not, you do. The first team to five
ll Pages 22 and 23 shows Galileo Galilei with a
points wins!
background depicting his interest in space
and the stars. Draw or print a picture of
yourself. In the background add drawings or
photos of what you are interested in.
ll Pick your own hero and create their entry
for the book. Use facts and pictures to show
their achievements.

If you like this book, you
might also like to try:

Music, drama and movement

ll Young, Gifted and Black by Jamia
Wilson, illustrated by Andrea Pippins

ll In a group, come up with questions to ask one
of the heroes. Pick one person to play them.
How would they answer these questions?

ll The People Awards by Lily Murray,
illustrated by Ana Albero

ll Pick a hero and choose a scene from their
life that is described in the book. As a group,
create a freeze-frame showing this scene.

ll Earth Heroes: Twenty Inspiring
Stories of People Saving Our World
by Lily Dyu, illustrated by Jackie Lay
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The Same Inside: Poems about
Empathy and Friendship by Liz Brownlee,
Matt Goodfellow and Roger Stevens
A heart-warming poetry collection
that sensitively deals with emotions
Why we chose this book
Poetry is a great way to both introduce students to big themes and
spark discussion. The Same Inside is a collection of fifty poems
that is perfect for this. The poems are short, snappy and accessible,
exploring subjects like empathy, respect and bullying.

ll Pick a poem to perform to the class. Think
about what makes a good performance,
ll Read A Different Kind of Poem (pages 42 and
including emphasising important words and
43). What makes a poem a poem? Does it
using hand movements.
need to rhyme?

Discussion topics

ll What is empathy? Why do you think it is
important?
ll What is friendship? What does it mean to be
a friend to someone?

Writing, drawing and craft
ll Read Fingerprints (page 5). Using paint and
your fingertips, create fingerprint art. Make
your unique fingerprint on a piece of paper
and draw over it, turning it into something
important to you.
ll Read The Only Way (page 49). It is an
acrostic poem. Make your own acrostic poem
using your name.
ll Read Night Puzzle (page 57). Create a paper
plate poem. Write a circular poem around the
edge of the plate and draw pictures of things
that make you happy in the middle.

Music, drama and movement
ll I Don’t Care Blues (pages 10 and 11) is inspired
by blues songs. Listen to examples of these
songs. What makes a song a blues song?

Sensory and other ideas

ll Turn Circle of Life (pages 54 and 55) into a
sensory poem using leaves, logs and juicy
fruits when they are mentioned.
ll Read Names (pages 22 and 23). Research
what your name means and use Google
Translate to see what your name looks like
in different scripts.
ll Choose a poem to write out and give to a
friend. You could even write the poem onto
a postcard and send it to them. Why did you
choose this poem for them?

If you like this book, you
might also like to try:
ll A Kid in My Class by Rachel Rooney,
illustrated by Chris Riddell
ll The World’s Greatest Space Cadet
by James Carter, illustrated by Ed Boxall
ll Dark Sky Park by Philip Gross,
illustrated by Jesse Hodgson
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The Funny Life of Pets
by James Campbell, illustrated by Rob Jones
A highly interactive and inventive
comedy book
Why we chose this book
Packed with cartoon-style illustrations, in this comical look
at the world of pets readers choose their own path instead of
reading cover to cover. Great for less confident readers, but
be warned: although they’re all fun, not all the ‘facts’ are true!

Discussion topics
ll Do you have any pets? If so, what do they like
and dislike? Do you have any funny stories
about them?
ll What are the different ways in which you can
find out if a fact is true or false?
ll Complete the ‘which-pet-flow-chart’ (pages
18 and 19). Which pet did you get? Ask others
these questions to see if they get the same
result and make a tally chart to record the
different pets people get!

Writing, drawing and craft
ll Pages 227 to 229 shows lots of imaginary
pets. Draw your own imaginary pet. Label the
drawing with important information such as
their size and special abilities.
ll The book contains lots of made-up facts. Pick
one pet mentioned in the book and research
them using books and the internet. Create a fact
file poster, including where you got your facts
from so other people can check they are true.

Music, drama and movement
ll Page 47 gives the top speed of seven different
animals. Which one is the slowest and which is
the fastest? Try moving at the same speed as
these different animals: snail, cat and horse. You
can have an animal race with people moving at
the speeds of these different animals.

ll Create a game for pets to play. Make a chart
like the one on pages 48 and 49 to show the
pets that can and can’t play the game. Why can
some pets play the game, but others can’t?

Sensory and other ideas
ll Create your own made-up dog breed inspired
by the dogs on pages 150 to 155 using
cardboard and sensory materials. How big is
the dog and what does its fur feel like?
ll Page 88 gives an example of a survey. Design
and complete your own survey. For example,
you could find out how many people in your
class own pets. What is the most popular pet?
ll Make your own true-or-false quiz show. Write
out facts from the book onto scraps of paper and
research if they are true or not. Challenge friends
to guess which facts are true and which are false.

If you like this book, you
might also like to try:
ll Apocalypse Bow Wow by
James Poimos III
ll Sam Wu is NOT Afraid of Ghosts!
by Katie and Kevin Tsang, illustrated
by Nathan Reed
ll Danger is Everywhere: A Handbook for
Avoiding Danger by David O’Doherty,
illustrated by Chris Judge
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Run Wild
by Gill Lewis
A super-readable title exploring nature and
friendship
Why we chose this book
Run Wild is a beautiful novel about friendship and the
protection of wildlife. A super-readable title designed
to be accessible to a range of readers with thick paper,
tinted pages and special editing to minimise barriers to
comprehension. A fantastic story for both paired and
independent reading.

Discussion topics
ll Which animals have you seen near your
school?
ll What do you think it means to ‘run wild’?

ll If you have access to a tablet, use video
editing software to create a Run Wild book
trailer, adding music and images to give others
a sense of the themes and mood of the book.

Sensory and other ideas

ll Why do you think it is important to look after
ll Research nature reserves. What are they and
wildlife and wild spaces?
why are they important? Is there one near you?

Writing, drawing and craft

ll Run Wild is full of amazing wild animals that
live in cities. Pick one, research it and create a
fact file with a drawing of the animal and facts
about it. You can pick: a bombardier beetle, a
wolfdog, a heron or a cormorant.

ll Create an obstacle course to practise the
balancing skills you would need to skateboard.
You could use a balance beam, a hopscotch
court and stilts.

ll Create a shoebox model of Wolf Land. Try to
include as much detail as possible, showing
Connor with the wolf and Izzy and Asha
practising their skateboarding.
ll Design your own skateboard on a piece of card
using pictures inspired by the book.

Music, drama and movement
ll Page 17 shows the first time Izzy, Asha and
Connor see the wolf. Role-play being one of
these three characters seeing the wolf for the
first time. How do you think they feel? What
do you think they are going to do next?

If you like this book, you
might also like to try:
ll A Dangerous Game by Malorie
Blackman, illustrated by Mike Lowery
ll Diver’s Daughter by Patrice Lawrence
ll The Disconnect by Keren David
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Invisible Emmie
by Terri Libenson
A wonderfully illustrated novel about growing
up, with a final twist that you won’t see coming
Why we chose this book
This book combines diary fiction with full-colour
illustrations and comic strips to create a highly engaging
story about growing up. Perfect for students starting to
read longer stories and think about their place in
the world.

Discussion topics
ll Before reading the book, look at pages
52 and 53. Based on this double spread,
make predictions as to what the two main
characters are like.
ll Emmie loves drawing. It helps her to relax.
What do you do to relax?
ll On page 107, Emmie hides in the toilet. Why
do people hide when they are upset?

Writing, drawing and craft
ll Paul Klee is Emmie’s favourite artist.
Research him and his art. Why do you think
Emmie likes his work?
ll On page 79, Emmie and Brianna make up
portmanteau words, which are invented
words made up of two real words such
as ‘sporks’ (made up of spoon and forks
combined). Make up your own words. They
came up with twenty-four. How many can
you come up with?
ll On page 101, Emmie creates a collage using
old magazines that shows what she is like as
a person and her hopes and dreams. Use old
magazines to create your own collage.

Music, drama and movement
ll Page 45 shows Emmie walking with her head
down and explains how her parents tell her

to ‘walk tall’. Walk these two different
ways. Compare how you feel when you
walk differently.
ll On page 166, Katie feels like she is becoming
invisible. Have one person hotseat as Katie.
Ask ‘Katie’ about why she feels like this and
try to reassure her.

Sensory and other ideas
ll Page 14 shows an annotated drawing of
Katie, detailing her best qualities. Create
your own version of this page. Start with a
drawing or photo of you, then add your
best qualities.
ll On page 23, Emmie talks about ‘feeling the
knots’. While reading or listening to the
book, try tangling and then untangling
knots in ribbons.

If you like this book, you
might also like to try:
ll Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson
ll Awkward by Svetlana Chmakova
ll The Lost Diary of Sami Star
by Karen McCombie, illustrated by
Katie Kear
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Find out more

To find out more about the Special School Library Pack,
visit booktrust.org.uk/ss-library-pack
For more ideas and book recommendations, use
our Bookfinder at booktrust.org.uk/bookfinder
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FACEBOOK facebook.com/booktrust
instagram @BookTrust
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