
Make books and reading fun, with these creative activities to get students 
reading regularly.

These ideas are aimed to help support the use of the School Library Pack  
and help students develop a passion for books and reading. 

Making the most of your School 
Library Pack 2022–23

Building reading communities 
Making books and reading a natural part of life  
can encourage students to read more and develop  
a regular reading habit. For example, you could: 

• Set up a book café 
at lunchtime or after 
school. Make it a time 
when students can sit 
together in a relaxed, 
comfy environment 
and read, or chat 
about the books 
they’ve just finished. 
Get teachers to join 
in too and share what 
they’re reading. 

• Start a First Chapter 
Friday session. Read 
aloud the first chapter 
of one or more books 
each Friday. Have 

copies available for 
students that want 
to borrow the book. 
Encourage students 
to share their favourite 
books and swap them 
with others. 

• Create hashtags  
so students can share 
what they’re reading 
on school social 
media. You could even 
create a dedicated 
Pinterest board, or 
closed social media 
community group,  
to share book ideas.



It’s natural to want to talk about books, 
especially when you’ve just finished a 
good one! Encourage students to share 
what they’ve read, discuss books, ask 
questions and engage with authors.  
For example, you could: 

• Have whiteboards in classrooms so 
students can write down what they’ve 
read this week. Use it as a springboard 
to start discussions about the books. 

• Bring authors, illustrators or poets 
into school to talk about their work 
and latest books. Or, if in-person visits 
aren’t viable, use social media, such 
as Twitter or Instagram, to reach out, 
connect and chat with them online. 
Students will love the chance to send 
comments to their favourite authors. 
Don’t forget non-fiction authors too! 

• Be a reading role model. Talk to your 
students about the books you’re 
currently reading. Have a chart on the 
wall showing the books you’ve read 
so far this year, or what you’re reading 
this month. Be seen reading around 
school, or have a book on your desk,  
as it helps books become a natural 
part of life.

When it comes to choosing a book, some 
students find it hard to know where to 
start. Others tend to stick to the same 
authors or genre. But reading widely  
opens up a world of adventure and 
learning. Help students find the  
right book by: 

• Creating book quizzes that help pair 
students interests with relevant books. 
Make the quiz easily accessible online 
so that it can be taken at any time,  
or print off copies and distribute 
around school. 

• Encouraging students to create book 
video reviews for the school website 
or blog. Their peers will be inspired to 
read books that are recommended by 
others their age. Plus, some students 
will engage more with a video than  
they would a written review. 

• Hosting regular book-related events 
that highlight different genres or 
authors. There are National Days 
happening throughout the year, many 
of which can be linked to books or 
authors, and relevant literary and 
historic anniversaries. Be creative and 
have fun getting everyone involved. 

Talking about books Finding the ‘right’ book

For more book recommendations, visit booktrust.org.uk/bookfinder 

Help students to become regular readers and inspire a life-long love of books by:

• Creating reading challenges, such as  
to read 24, 48 or even 52 books a year,  
or develop monthly reading challenges. 
It can help boost motivation to read and 
students will love being able to keep track 
of how many books they’ve read. 

• Holding an annual book awards event. Ask 
students to nominate their favourite reads 
of the year, then get everyone to vote for 
their favourite. Create a buzz about the 

event with posters around school, hold a 
semi-final stage and a countdown to the 
big final. 

• Having a book versus film club, which 
focuses on reading books that have been 
made into films. Read the book first, then 
watch the film and compare and discuss 
the differences. They may be surprised to 
discover which films evolved from books! 

Increasing reading frequency

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/

